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No Water, No Business
Nature of Mining Business



SDMR and  Interventions
ÅSustainable Development of Mining in Rwanda (SDMR) is a UK funded programme
to respond to the need to address the barriers to the transformative potential of 
Rwanda minerals sector;

ÅThree years of lifetime from April 2017 to April 2020; It has the following 
interventions:
× Mining Regime Review

× Mineral Value chain Analysis

× Access to Finance

× Geological Management System Review

× Mineral Resources Information Management System

× Mining Services Aggregation Centers

× Crosscutting



Mining-Water background

ÅRwandarelies on traditional usesof land and water for its social and economic cohesion;

ÅMining in Rwanda is characterised by a wide distribution of small -scale sites;

ÅInefficient mining and processing practices, poor management of water and mineral 
wastes and an absence of effective closure and rehabilitation activities;

ÅUnregulated mining activity has negative environmental impacts on the land, soil and
water resources of the country ;

ÅThese land-use activities, with water capture, use and discharge from mining activities
have significant impacts on water quality and quantity for downstream users;



Mining-Water background

ÅHigh waterway sediment loads have been identified as a problem, due mainly to
poor management of ore extraction and processing sediments;

ÅCatchment mapping/planning has identified landscape erosion being common
where mining activity is recorded ð degraded waterways, lost landscape
productivity, gullies, etc;\

ÅErosion and sediment transport and loading in water -bodies has positive and
negative impacts to aquatic habitants and ecosystems



Mining Activity



Economic Contribution of Mining Sector

ÅIn 2013 the mining sector was ranked as the second largest exporter in Rwanda,
generating circa USD225 million of foreign exchange;

ÅBut approximately 80% of mining activities are small scale, artisanal or
unregulated;

ÅThe contribution of the mining sector to export revenues has fallen every year in
the three subsequent yearsð2014 USD203.3 million ; 2015 USD117.8 million ; 2016
USD86.4 million (2017 indicative figures indicate an increase to USD125 million );

ÅOver the period 2013 to 2016 there has been a steady decline in the volume of
mined minerals ðTin, Tantalum and Tungsten all showing a steady decline in
average production volumes over the period 2013 to 2016



Economic Contribution of Mining Sector

Source: BNR: Monetary Policy and Financial Stability Statement, 21st February 2019
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Some of challenges
ÅWater experts warn of a serious global water shortage, the need for sustainable 
water management within the mining industry has become critical;

ÅThe mining business is conducted in way that is water inefficient, erosion 
generating and unmanaged manner;

ÅInadequate and insufficient financial resources as well as human resources to 
meet the IWMR and Environment management;

ÅLack of involvement of surrounding community who are mainly affected by the 
impact of the related activities;



Some of challenges


